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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

City  and  County  of  Lichfield, 

I  have  again  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the 
City  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  Council. 

The  report  is  in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years.  Rather  more 
information  has,  however,  been  given  on  the  incidence  of  the  various  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  last  decade  than  in  previous  reports,  with  the 
object  of  showing  the  way  in  which  the  picture  lias  changed  over  the  years, 
particularly  in  those  diseases  in  which  it  has  been  possible  to  introduce 
preventive  inoculations. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  picture  shown  by  the  statistics  is  again  a  reasonably 
satisfactory  one,  both  in  conrparision  with  that  shown  in  previous  years  in 
Lichfield  and  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole  in  1958. 

I  wo uld  again  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  and  officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  continued  help  and  cooperation,  and  the  Surveyor,  Housing 
Manager  and  Public  Health  Inspector  for  their  contributions  to  this  report. 


C.E.  JAMISON. 


Guildhall, 

September,  1959* 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


\ 


GmsaAL  STATISTICS 

Particulars  of  area,  population,  inhabited  houses,  rateable  value  of 
occupied  rateable  property  and  product  of  a  penny  rate  are  sot  out  below  in 


the  same  form  as  in  previous  years: - 

Area  (in  acres)  3,597 
Population  1 1 , 51 0 
Number  of  Inhabited  houses  3,344 
Rateable  value  of  Occupied  Property  £134,799 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  £536 


While  the  area  remained  unchanged,  the  population  and  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  showed  the  same  small  increases  as  have  been  shown  in  other 
recent  years.  The  rateable  value  of  occupied  property  also  showed  a  similar 
increase  to  that  recorded  in  recent  years, 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  principal  statistics  are  set  out  below,  figures  for  deaths  of  infant 


under  four  weeks  of  age  being  included  in 
years:- 

addition  to 

those  shown 

in  previous 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

123 

107 

230 

Illegitimate 

6 

10 

16 

Total 

129 

117 

246 

Live  Birth  Rate  Per  1 ,000  Population 

-  21.4 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

3 

110 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

3 

10 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

-  39.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Pour  Weeks  of  Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rato  per  1,000  Live  births  -12,2 


t 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Ago 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

2 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Hate  per  1,000  Live  Births  -  24.4 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

83 

60 

143 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  -12.4 

It  will  be  seen  that  one  birth  in  every  15  was  an  illegitimate  one,  as 
compared  with  one  birth  in  22  in  1957. 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  considerably  higher  than  in  the  previous  year. 

It  is  fairly  obvious,  however,  that  the  relatively  large  increase  in  the  rate 
was  mainly  due  to  the  disproportionately  large  effect  of  a  small  variation  in 
the  actual  numbers,  due  to  the  small  number  of  cases  being  dealt  with. 

Comparison  of  tho  other  rates  with  previous  years  is  provided  by  the 
following  table 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

r—  — ~  -  -  -  -  — - -  -■ " — — — 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rato 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1946 

9,082 

21.0 

11.7 

44.7 

1947 

9,816 

22.9 

10.5 

35.5 

1948 

10,170 

20.5 

10.9 

38.4 

1949 

10,200 

17.5 

13.7 

33.3 

1950 

10,400 

16.2 

10.5 

65.0 

1951 

10,760 

15.8 

10.8 

52.9 

1952 

10,870 

15.7 

10.1 

11.6 

1953 

10,930 

17.8 

16.8 

30.7 

1954 

10,930 

20.1 

11.8 

45.4 

1955 

10,980 

17.2 

12,0 

42.3 

1956 

11,050 

19.5 

12.2 

18.6 

1957 

11,190 

20,1 

11.6 

26.7 

1958 

11,510 

21.4 

12.4 

24.4 

It  will  bo  seen  that  the  birth  rate  was  tho  highest  since  1947,  the  death 
rate  rather  higher  than  in  other  recent  years,  while  the  infant  mortality  rate 
was  well  below  the  avarage  of  the  last  five  years. 

After  adjusting  the  local  figures,  ?/here  necessary,  to  allow  for  the  age 
and  sex  variation  of  the  population  as  compared  with  that  of  the  country  as  a 
whole,  the  birth,  death  and  infant  mortality  ratos  for  Lichfield  are  compared 
with  those  for  England  and  Wales  in  tho  table  given  below: - 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29731689 


Area. 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

City  and  County  of  Li  oilfield 

20.5 

10.3 

24.4 

England  and  Wales 

16.4 

11.7 

22.5 

As  was  the  ease  last  year,  the  birth  and  death  rates  both  compare  well  with 
the  national  figures,  but  the  infant  mortality  rate  not  quite  so  well.  In  view 
of  the  relatively  small  figures  being  dealt  with,  the  difference  in  this  rate 
cannot  be  regarded  as  statistically  significant, 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


The  causes  of  death  of  persons  resident  in  the  City  are  recorded  below, 
after  inclusion  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  in  the  City  who  died  outside  and 
exclusion  of  non-residents  who  died  at  hospitals  and  other  places  in  the  City:- 


Disease 

Tot  al 

Total 

Total 

1958 

1955 

1956 

1957 

M 

P 

Total 

Pulmon ary  T ube r culo sis 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

— 

w 

CM 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

4 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

5 

3 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

o 

h- 

3 

5 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

'  1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  &  Lymphatic  neoplasms 

10 

13 

12 

7 

4 

11 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

17 

14 

7 

13 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

9 

8 

6 

2 

8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

16 

27 

2  6 

12 

8 

20 

Other  Circulatory  disease 

11 

8 

11 

2 

4 

6 

Influenza 

2 

- 

4 

- 

— 

mm 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

3 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

11 

5 

3 

6 

6 

12 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

2 

4 

3 

mm 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

5 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

21 

14 

23 

21 

12 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

3 

1 

2 

- 

2 

All  other  accidents 

— 

7 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

132 

135 

130 

83 

60 

143 

. 

■ 


As  in  1957?  six  deaths  occurred  before  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  life. 

Of  the  remaining  deaths,  one  occurred  between  one  yeo.r  and  5  years,  none  at  all 
between  5  years  and  15  years,  only  19  between  15  and  65  years,  while  no  fewer 
than  117  of  the  143  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years. 

All  three  infants  dying  in  the  first  four  weeks  after  birth  were  premature, 
and  all  actually  died  within  the  first  24  hours.  One  of  the  three  had  also 
multiple  congenital  abnormalities.  Of  the  remaining  children  dying  before  the 
end  of  the  first  year  of  life,  one  child  died  of  bronchopneumonia  at  three  months, 
one  from  gastro-enteritis  at  six  months  and  one  from  asphyxia,  also  at  she  months. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that,  as  in  all  recent  years,  no  death  was 
attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 

It  will  be  seen  that  four  of  the  five  accidental  deaths  occurred  in  men, 
including  the  two  attributed  to  motor  vehicles.  Of  the  remaining  deaths,  one  was 
due  to  burning  by  electricity  in  an  accident  occurring  in  the  home.  The  one  female 
death  occurred  in  an  elderly  woman,  who  died  of  pneumonia  following  fracture  of  the 
femur  sustained  In  her  ora  home. 

Both  of  the  suicidal  deaths  occurred  in  men,  one  being  elderly  and  the  other 
of  middle  age. 

NOTlFiAihE;  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN'  TUBHilGITLOSiS 

The  table  shown  below  sets  out  the  number  of  cases  of  the  various  notifiable 
infectious  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  in  the  various  years  since 

1951:- 


Nature  of  Case 

1951 

1952 

‘  1 

1953  ■ 

1934 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Measles 

13 

23 

248 

— 

127 

2 

215 

52 

Whooping  Gough 

65 

1 

86 

— 

2 

7 

11 

15 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

15 

1 

4 

1 

6 

— 

Scarlet  Never 

1 

4 

1 

— 

2 

4 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

8 

17 

8 

8 

4 

6 

17 

7 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

1 

— 

7 

20 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

2 

Encephalitis 

rnmrnm 

— 

M 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

I— *-« 

1 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

r - 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Erysipelas 

_ 

1 

1 

— • 

r,jru 

— 

— 

1 

i 


■' 


It  will  be  seen  that  measles  accounted  for  by  far  the  largest  number  of 
notifications  received  during  the  year.  The  disease  was  of  the  usual  fairly 
mild  type,  and  did  not  cause  any  deaths.  The  only  unusual  feature  of  the 
outbreak  was  that  the  number  of  cases  was  rather  higher  than  would  normally  be 
expected  in  a  year  following  one,  such  as  1957,  with  a  very  high  incidence. 

Y/hooping  cough  was  the  only  other  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  which  any 
considerable  number  of  cases  occurred.  Though  the  number  of  cases  was  higher 
than  in  other  recent  years,  it  will  be  noted  that  it  was  still  very  much  smaller 
than  the  number  of  cases  in  1951  and  1953*  Taking  the  year  1958  together  with 
those  immediately  preceding,  it  would  appear  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  reduced 
incidence  of  recent  years  may  well  be  due  to  the  immunisation  campaign  carried 
out  during  the  last  four  or  five  years. 

The  incidence  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  again  fairly  high.  Fortunately, 
the  pyrexias  in  question  "were  not  related  to  any  serious  infection. 

One  of  the  cases  of  food-poisoning  occurred  in  a  member  of  the  domestic 
staff  employed  in  a  hospital  in  the  City,  while  the  other  occurred  in  a  person 
employed  in  a  bakery  outside  the  City.  Both  persons  were  kept  awa y  from  work 
until  bacteriological  confirmation  of  their  freedom  from  infection  was  received. 

No  spread  of  infection  occurred  in  either  case. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  no  case  of  dysentery  was  notified. 

It  will  be  noted  that  no  cases  of  either  smallpox  or  diphtheria  were  notified 
during  the  period  covered  by  the  table.  As  cases  of  diphtheria  still  occur  almost 
every  week  somewhere  in  the  country,  and  cases  of  smallpox  every  few  yeans,  every 
effort  is  still  being  maintained  to  ensure  that  children  arc  protected,  by 
immunisation  and  vaccination,  against  these  two  killing  diseases. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  1958.  It  is  still  much  too 
early  to  say  whether  this  freedom  from  infection  was  duo  to  the  vaccination 
programme  carried  out.  The  programme  was,  however,  very  well  received,  the  demand 
for  vaccination  by  far  exceeding  the  availability  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  during 
the  period  in  question. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Two  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  of  the 
pulmonary  type.  One  occurred  in  a  man  of  66  years  and  the  other  in  a  girl  of 
9  years.  Full  investigation  of  contacts  was  carried  out,  under  the  usual  arrange¬ 
ments. 


Arrangements  for  diagnosis,  treatment,  admission  to  hospital  and  supervision 
of  tuberculous  patients  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  now  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
during  the  years  since  19^-6:- 


-  — ■■■ 

Year 

New  Cases 

De  atlas 

Pulir 

ion  ary 

Non-Pulmon  ary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmo  nary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1946 

5 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1947 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1948 

6 

7 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1949 

9 

5 

2 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

1950 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

mm 

mm 

- 

1951 

1 

3 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1952 

5 

1 

- 

4 

2 

1 . 

- 

- 

1953 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1954 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

1955 

3 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1956 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

-- 

- 

- 

1957 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1958 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

It  will  be  seen  that,  for  the  third  successive  year,  no  case  of  n on-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  occurred  in  the  City,  showing  once  more  the  effectiveness  of  the 
present  arrangements  for  heat-treatment  of  milk  in  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis. 

The  present  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  obviously  less  satisfactory. 
Even  here,  however,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  new  cases  in  1958  was  lower 
than  that  in  any  previous  year  except  1957. 

The  faot  that,  for  the  second  year  in  succession,  no  person  died  from 
tuberculosis  is  a  very  satisfactory  feature  of  the  figures,  particularly  in  the 
light  of  the  contrast  between  the  happy  position  prevailing  now  and  that  shown 
less  than  10  years  ago. 


INFLUENZA 


Following  the  influenza  epidemic  in  1 957,  some  apprehension  was  felt  that 
a  second  wave  of  the  disease  might  occur  in  the  early  months  of  1 958.  Fortunately, 
this  did  not  occur.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  given  in  an  earlier  part  of 
this  report,  no  deaths  occurring  in  the  City  in  1958  were  attributed  to  influenza, 

HOUSING 


The  number  of  houses  and  flats  built  in  Lichfield  in  1958  again  showed  a 
considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year,  the  Council  being  responsible  for 
99,  as  compared  with  85  in  1957,  and  private  enterprise  for  114  dwellings,  as 
compared  with  a  f igure  of  33  in  the  previous  year. 


■ 


The  main  facts  relating  to  house  lettings  and  the  waiting  list  for  housing 
accommodation  provided  by  the  Council  are  set  out  below:  - 

No.  of  Persons  on  Waiting  list  on  1st  January*  1958  .  475 

No.  of  Local  Families  Rehoused  in  New  Houses  during  1958  ...  ...  46 

No.  of  Birmingham  Overspill  Families  Rehoused  in  New  Houses 

and  Flats  during  1958  ...  ...  52 

No.  of  Local  Families  Rehoused  in  Relet  Houses  and  Flats 

during  1958  ...  ...  ...  64 

No.  of  Families  on  Waiting  List  on  31st  December,  1958  .  350 

The  figure  given  for  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  resulted  not 
only  from  housing  action  taken  during  the  year  but  also  from  a  revision  of  the 
waiting  list,  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  increased  rate  of  building  construction  is 
at  last  begining  to  reduce  appreciably  the  waiting  list  for  housing  accommodation, 
even  in  a  year  when  a  relatively  large  contribution  was  made  to  the  housing  needs 
of  those  Birmingham  residents  who  can  only  be  rehoused  outside  the  Birmingham 
boundary. 

Good  progress  was  continued  during  the  year  in  the  clearance  of  those  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  in  relation  to  which  statutory  action  had  been  taken 
in  earlier  years,  the  following  properties  being  demolished  during  1 958: — 


Date 

Site 

No.  of  Dwellings, 

January,  1958. 

Queen  Street. 

2 

n 

Manns  Yard. 

3 

n 

Sandford  Street, 

1 

it 

Lombard  Street. 

6 

Februaiy,  1  958. 

Gresley  Row. 

30 

n 

Greenhill. 

2  V+ 

Further  statutory  action  during  the  year  was  confined  to  one  house, 

27,  Lombard  Street,  where  the  owners  gave  an  undertaking  to  discontinue  the  use  of 
the  building  for  human  habitation. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  AND  1951 


No  statutory  action  was  taken  under  either  of  these  Acts  during  1958. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

It  is  still  true  to  say  that  the  most  pressing  need  exists  for  more  beds 
for  chronic  elderly  sick  patients,  and  that  these  patients,  and  their  relatives, 
appear  to  suffer  more  from  the  lack  of  hospital  accommodation  than  do  any  other 
group  of  patients. 


. 


■ 


~ : 


_ 


-  j 

'  -4. 


No  difficulties  were  reported  during  the  year  in  securing  the  admission  to 
hospital  of  the  relatively  small  number  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  who  now  require  admission,  even  though  the 
number  of  available  beds  has  been  greatly  reduced  during  the  last  decade.  Patients 
have,  however,  load  to  be  transferred  to  hospitals  much  further  afield  than  those 
available  in  earlier  years. 

In  the  case  of  tuberculosis,  hospital  beds  continued  to  be  readily  available 
for  those  patients  requiring  them,  a  pleasing  contrast  with  the  position  up  to  a 
few  years  ago. 

So  far  as  maternity  patients  are  concerned,  Lichfield  is,  of  course,  fortunate 
in  comparison  with  neighbouring  towns,  in  having  beds  available  within  the  area. 
Although  the  beds  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  mothers  wiching  to 
have  hospital  confinements,  they  did  suffice  for  the  needs  of  all  those  requiring 
admission  on  medical  or  on  strong  social  grounds. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  same  cooperation  was  obtained  from  the  Directors  of  the  Public  Health 
and  County  Chemical  Laboratories  as  in  previous  years. 

The  results  of  examinations  carried  out  were  as  follows: - 


Specimen 

Normal 

Abnormal 

Total 

Throat  Swabs 

1i 

i 

2 

Sputum 

168 

33 

201 

Faeces 

124 

5 

129 

Rectal  Swab 

2 

— 

2 

Blood  (Widal) 

2 

— 

2 

Specimens  of  water  from  the  public  swimming  baths  were  also  sent  for 
examination,  as  in  other  years.  These  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  position  remains  as  stated  in  previous  reports.  All  specimens  examined 
weie  satisfactory. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1955, 


Dr.  Ramage,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  provided  the  following 
information  regarding  food  sampled  in  Lichfield  during  1 958:- 


Nature  of  Food. 

Number  of  Samples  Taken 

Milk 

Pasteurised 

16 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested 

7 

Tuberculin  Tested 

7 

Sterilized 

10 

Ordinary  Milk 

1 

Channel  Islands  Milks 

3 

_ 


■ 
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General  Poods 


Strawberry  Syrup  1 
Butter  1 
Margarine  1 
Lard  1 
Sausage  Pork  1 
Mixed  Fruit  1 
Milk*  Pull  Cream  1 
Orange  Squash  1 
Vinegar  Tarragon  1 
Mayonnaise  Tarragon  1 
Whisky  6 
Gin  6 


All  samples  were  genuine  except  the  mixed  fruit,  in  which  case  peel  was  not 
included  in  the  list  of  ingredients,,  Action  was  taken  to  have  the  label  amended. 

The  following  table  shows  the  reports  of  laboratory  examination  of  milk 
samples  in  the  City,  and  tested  for  cleanliness,  presence  of  tuberculosis  organisims 
and,  in  appropriate  cases,  for  the  efficiency  of  the  pasteurisation  and  sterilisatior 
processes:  - 


-  -  —  - - - -  .....  n„  - 

TEST 

Type  of  Milk 

Methylene 

Blue 

(Cleanliness) 

Phosphatase 

(Efficient 

Pasturisation) 

Turbidity 

(Efficient 

Sterilisation) 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat, 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

32 

—— 

35 

2 

Pasteurised 

24 

— 

24 

2 

• — 

— 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

•m 

Totals 

56 

—  , 

59 

4 

23 

— 

The  results  show  that  milk  being  sold  in  the  City  is  now  of  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness.  So  far  as  heat-treatment  of  milk  is  concerned,  the 
laboratory  te.sts  indicato  that  the  sterilisation  process  was  carried  out 
adequately  in  all  milks  sampled,  but  the  pasteurisation  inadequately  in  four 
instances.  These  processes  are,  of  course,  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority  of  the  area  in  which  the  premises  are  located,  to 
whom  information  regarding  all  unsatisfactory  results  is  passed. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Results  of  inspections  carried  out  under  this  act  are  set  out  below: - 
1,~  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


No.  of 

Factories  on 

Register 

Inspections 

No,  of 

Vritten  Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

85 

i 

j 

I 

CM 

CO 

1 

j 

i 

1 

2 

Nil 

. 


• 

.  . 

• 

.'4 


. 

. 
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Defects  Found  and  Acti 'mt  Taker 


Particulars  of  Defect 

Defects  Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Defects 

Referred 

Ly 

H.M. 

Inspector 

No.  of 
defects  in 
respect  of' 
Which 

prosecutions 

wore 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

6 

6 

2 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

unreasonable  temperature 

— 

| 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

, 

mmmm 

— 

Ineffective  ventilation 

«... 

M  «CJ 

mmm* 

mmmm 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

1 

1 

mmmm 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Insufficient 

2 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

1 

— 

No  certificate  as  to 
means  of  escape  in  case 

of  fire 

Emission  of  fumes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

8 

1 

— 

SEUAGE  DISPOSAL 

(Prepared  by  the  City  Surveyor) 


1 .  Sewerage 

(a;  Foul  Sewerage 

V/ork  hap  commenced  on  the  cleaning  of  the  foul  sewers  in  the  centre  of  the 
City,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  found  tliat  the  sewer  in  Dam  Street  was  almost 
threequarters  full  of  silt,  etc.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  when  the  servers 
were  laid  the  gradient  did  not  allow  for  a  self-cleansing  velocity. 

I  have  reported  the  circumstances  to  the  Health  Committee,  which  has 
instructed  me  to  have  carried  out  a  detailed  survey  of  all  the  sewers  in  the 
centre  of  the  City,  in  order  to  enable  a  scheme  to  bo  prepared  to  correct  the 
faults  of  the  existing  sewers. 


The  design  of  the  Trent  Valley  Foul  Sewerage  Scheme  was  completed  during  the 
year  and  a  tender  has  been  accepted  for  carrying  out  this  work. 

A  short  length  of  approximately  150  yds.  of  9"  glazed  stoneware  pipes  has  been 
laid  in  connection  with  the  Wheel  Lane  Improvement . 

(b)  Surface  '.Vat or  Sewerage 


The  brick  culvert  surface  water  sewer  in  Bird  Street,  from  Sandford  Street 
to  the  Traffic.  Lights  and  from  tile  Traffic  Lights  along  Bore  Street,  as  far  as 


' 


. 

; 


!|| 


' 


Conduit  Street  ,  has  'been  cleaned  during  the  year* 

The  design  of  the  Trent  Valley  surface  water  sewerage  scheme  has  been 
completed  during  the  year  and  a  tender  accepted  for  this  work. 


The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  agreed  a  grant  towards  the 
cost  of  this  work. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  new  Works  have  now  been  in  operation  for  a  full  year  and  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  an  extremely  good  effluent  has  been  obtained. 

PUBLIC  BATHS. 

(Prepared  by  the  City  Surveyor) 

Samples  of  the  'water  taken  throughout  the  year  have  shown  that  a  satisfactory 
standard  is  being  maintained. 

The  Council  has  approved  a  scheme  for  improvement  of  the  Baths,  which  includes 
the  extention  of  the  Pool;  the  building  of  improved  dressing  accommodation;  the 
installation  of  central  heating;  the  provision  of  a  scum-trough  and  non-skid  tiles 
to  surround. 


HO  USB  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


(Prepared  by  the  City  Surveyor) 

Controlled  tipping  of  the  site  in  Ponesfield  Road  continued  and  care  has  been 
exercised  both  with  the  levelling  of  soil  and  the  treating  with  tip  dressing. 

Only  one  complaint,  concerning  crickets,  was  received  during  the  year. 

The  County  Education  Authority  stated  that  it  was  expected  that  the  St.  Chad*  s 
Secondary  Modern  School  would  require  the  site  of  the  Tip  within  two  to  three 
years  time. 

The  collection  service  continued  to  operate  efficiently  but  the  collection  of 
salvage,  on  the  instructions  of  the  Mills,  was  restricted. 

public  00  rr /eniences 


(Prepared  by  the  City  Surveyor) 

Cases  of  abuse  and  mis-use  were  reported  during  the  year  and  despite  the  best 
efforts  of  the  male  and  female  attendants,  doors  and  other  similar  surfaces  were 
disfigured. 

Apart  from  these  cases  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

Much  of  the*  work  under  this  heading  continues  to  be  associated  with  the 
investigation  of  complaints.  In  this  connection  194-  initial  inspections  were 
made  followed  by  many  reinspections.  Because  of  new  constructional  work  in  the 
building  trade,  owners  of  property  still  find  it  difficult  to  get  repairs  done0 
The  volume  of  repair  work  to  be  done  is  still  considerable,  though  it  will 
naturally  diminish  as  more  of  the  older  houses  are  demolished  and  replaced. 

Under  present  conditions  repair  ’work  is  usually  limited  to  such  requirements 
as  e.re  considered  essential  to  maintain  houses  in  a  reasonably  sound  and 
weatherproof  condition,  especially  in  cases  when  it  is  known  that  demolition  of 
the  property  is  envisaged  within  the  next  few  yea- rs.  Apart  from  structural 
matters,  many  complaints  now  received  concern  such  things  as  atmospheric  pollution, 
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food  handling,  and  miscellaneous  conditions 


HOUSING. 


Further  action  in  regard  tc  unfit  houses  depends  on  the  number  of  new 
houses  which  can  be  provided  in  the  near  future.  During  the  year  substantial 
progress  was  made  in  the  demolition  of  old  property.  It  is  hoped  that  outstanding 
areas  in  Stowe  Street  and  Sandford  Street  will  soon  be  cleared. 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  in  1958,  though  Notice  of  Intention 
to  do  so  was  served  in  20  cases.  It  appears  that  some  owners  preferred  lower 
rents  to  increased  rents  which  would  involve  costly  repairs.  There  is  also  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  old  houses  which  become  vacant  are  offered  for  sale. 

This  does  eventually  result  in  better  maintenance,  as  occupier/owners  naturally 
make  the  best  of  existing  conditions  and  usually  provide  such  desirable  amenities 
as  indoor  sanitation  and  hot  water  supply. 

Experience  shows  that  most  of  the  improvements  which  rank  for  grant  are 
undertaken  by  new  occupier/owners  who  are  anxious  to  provide  additional  facilities 
and  to  improve  existing  accommodation. 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  This 
type  of  case  has  become  noticeably  more  rare  as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the 
Housing  Committee.  Careful  selection  of  tenants  has  abated  serious  overcrowding, 
though  there  is  always  a  recurring  need  for  extra  sleeping  accommodation  by 
families  with  growing  children. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


Toi- k  ?n  this  branch  of  environmental  hygiene  was  again  marked  by  good 
progress,  though  there  is  still  room  for  a  general  raising  of  standards.  The 
majority  of  food  premises  in  the  City  have  now  been  provided  with  all  or  most  of 
the  facilities  required  by  the  Regulations,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
informal  intimations  were  usually  followed  by  co-operation  by  occupiers  of  food 
premises. 

Unfortunately  the  handling  of  food  in  some  cases  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
Probably  a  higher  standard  would  soon  become  established  if  customers  showed  more 
concern  in  this  connection.  It  should  be  realized,  however,  that  this  attitude 
on  the  part  of  the  purchasing  public  has  been  evident  in  all  districts  and  has 
been  the  subject  of  articles  in  technical  journals.  Constant  supervision  is 
essential  to  maintain  satisfactory  standards.  This  can  be  ensured  only  by  regular 
and  frequent  visits  to  premises.  V/here  modern  facilities  with  a  high  standard  of 
cleanliness  are  provided,  the  public  soon  show  appreciation.  This  seems  to  suggest 
that  better  standards  will  eventually  be  expected  of  all  food  traders. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Observations  were  made  on  all  industrial  premises  in  the  City  where  coal 
burning  installations  are  employed.  Further  improvements  were  recorded.  In 
one  case  the  roof  of  the  boiler  house  was  reconstructed  to  enable  the  stoker 
to  v/atch  the  chimney.  In  another  case  the  provision  of  a  mechanical  stoker 
of  modern  design  has  resulted  in  v/hat  appears  to  be  a  complete  solution  of  the 
smoke  problem  at  the  factory  concerned.  In  this  case  there  were  interviews 
with  representatives  of  the  owners  before  wrork  v/as  commenced. 

Complaints  are  still  received  at  fairly  frequent  intervals.  Some  of  the 
complaints,  hov/ever,  concern  smoke  which  is  emitted  for  very  short  periods. 

Others  appear  to  make  no  allov/ance  for  cleaning  of  the  furnaces  -  an  operation 
in  respect  of  v/hich  special  provisions  are  made  in  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

It  is  pleasing  to  find  that  many  owners  are  choosing  smoke-free  locating 
for  new  houses.  This  is  particularly  important  v/hen  it  is  realized  that  about . 
half  of  the  volume  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  country  is  caused  by  domestic, 
fires.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  Lichfield  is  perhaps  more  fortunate  than  some 
places  in  tiiis  respect.  Yet  the  difference  is  very  marked  v/hen  household  fires 
are  not  being  used  -  a  circumstance  which  emphasises  the  importance  of  dealing 
with  this  aspect  of  air  pollution. 


. 

’  .  ') 

■ 


' 

. 

:  ...  ,  • 

•  ■ 

■ 


.  : 

. 

. 

; 

' 

1  < . 

. 


INSPECTION  OP  MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS, 

Only  two  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  City  are  in  regular  use.  All 
carcases  and  organs  of  animals  notified  for  slaughter  are  inspected.  During 
my  absence  on  holiday  this  work  is  carried  on  by  rny  colleagues  in  the  Lichfield 
Rural  District.  1  am  indebted  to  Mr#  Leeder  and  his  staff  for  valuable  assistance 
in  this  connection. 

The  standard  of  meat  prepared  for  sale  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  beef  butchers  that  only  heifers  and  bullocks  are 
bought. 

Apart  from  the  incidence  of  flukes  in  the  liver,  the  majority  of  these  animals 
:>xe  notably  free  from  disease. 

The  pork  butchers  use  only  pigs  which  are  bred  locally  and  a  high  quality 
is  consistently  maintained# 

In  connection  with  the  sale  of  ether  foods,  including  fish  and  other 
perishable  articles,  frequent  visits  are  made  to  shops  and  the  market. 

Particulars  of  carcases  and  viscera  inspected,  together  with  details  of 
unsound  food  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: - 

CARCASES  AND  ORGANS  INSPECTED 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 


•  9  •  •  •  p 


©  «  9  0*0 


A  ©  •  •  9  © 


9  0  0  9  *  J 


>  •  •  9  0© 


ooo  •  •  e 


210 

390 

412 


The  undermentioned  articles  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  be  destroyed 
after  being  found  unfit  for  sale# 

Bovine  carcase  and  all  organs,  extensive  bruising, 
badly  bled  and  fevered  carcase# 


Bovine  Livers  -  Abscess 
Bovine  Livers  -  Flukes 


$90 


0  9  0  0  0  9 


i  ©  ©  0  9  0 


8 

35 


Pig  carcase  and  all  organs  -  Generalized 
Tuberculosis 

Pigs1  Pleads  -  Tuberculosis  . » •  * .  o  •  < 
Pigs*  Plucks  ~  Girhossis  «#<>  0( 


2 

6 

5 


Apricots 

8 

Tins 

Oranges 

6 

Tins 

Stewed  Steak  2 

Tins 

Beans 

14 

ti 

Onions 

5 

tf 

Tomatoes 

22 

Lbs. 

Braised  Beef 

1 

it 

Pilchards 

10 

ft 

Tongue 

2 

Tins 

Brislings 

1 

n 

Pineapple 

39 

ft 

Tuna  Fish 

1 

ff 

11 

Corned  Beef 

15 

it 

Pears 

22 

ff 

Tomatoes 

152 

If 

Cheese 

131 

lbs. 

Peas 

13 

tf 

Cherries 

20 

Tins 

Prunes 

1 

ft 

Carnation  Milk 

2 

If 

Peaches 

31 

tf 

Crab 

2 

tf 

Pickles 

3 

tf 

Crawfish 

1 

M 

Plums 

10 

ft 

Cooked  Ham 

1 

!f 

Pickled  Cabbage 

2 

tf 

Dog  Food 

3 

1? 

Rice 

1 

ft 

Damson  s 

1 

ft 

Syrup 

4 

tf 

Fruit  Cockta,il 

2 

If 

Soup 

19 

t? 

Fruit  Salad 

4 

St  raw berr  Le  a 

A 

J 

it 

Fish  Paste 

2 

ff  . 

Sardines 

4 

»? 

tt 

Grape  Fruit 

5 

tf 

Sweet  Corn 

1 

Gorkins 

2 

ff 

Sausages 

1  24  Lbs. 

Grapes 

3 

ft 

Salmon 

4  Tins 

Herrings 

1 

ft 

Shredded  Wheat 

3 

tf 

.. 
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